
Wish.  Imagine. Try.  Fail.  Learn.   Design. - Kinshuk 

When Remya Jose 's mother fell ill, the chore of doing the laundry fell upon her. She didn't bleat; she 

only observed, imagined and designed a simple pedal-operated washing machine. 

When there was a big flood in Champaran, Saidullah wished for his bicycle to move on water, as well 

as land. Soon, he had designed his wish. 

Mr. Janakiraman's keen sense of observation generated innovative solutions for the protection of 

grapes from the birds in his farm, with the help from honeybees. 

These people and hundreds more who have come up with such innovative ideas are not product 

designers. Conversely, a majority of them barely have any technical knowledge or even a formal 

education. 

Nipul and Bipul Bezbora, 2 brothers hailing from a village in the Jorhat district of Assam, through 

trial and error designed a simple fan, made from bamboo to improve the efficiency of the unit, which 

results in higher amount of air, or unit energy supplied. They could not complete their education, but 

earned their living by farming and ploughing in neighbouring fields on a daily wage basis. 

At a glance, let us contemplate what inspired them to create this. What can we learn from it? Why 

could we not have created something like that and also, what makes them great? 

Remya Jose 's washing machine consists of a water container made of aluminium with a wire mesh 

cylinder for the clothes. The cylinder is connected to simple cycle pedal system, which rotates at a 

high speed and thoroughly cleans the clothes. When the soap water drains out, the barrel is refilled. 

By pedalling, the washed clothes are centrifuged and become about 80% dry. The final outcome - a 

washing machine that is cheap, portable, and independent of electricity, and one which keeps you fit. 

Remya Jose is a simple 16-year-old girl hailing from a rural area in Mallampuram district of Kerala. 

Sixty years old, Mohd. Saidullah's creative mind sprouts more ideas than the wrinkles on his face. His 

experiences are his mentors. HIS belief that, "An inventor's mind should be free; not bound with 

conditions, "has partnered him in the creation of many unique and efficient items.  

His exclusive amphibious bicycle is only a modified version of the daily bicycle with two basic 

attachments, which are four rectangular air floats and fan blades attached in a radial manner on the 

spokes of the rear wheel. While the first attachment supports the cycle to float in water the latter 

capacitates the cycle to move in water as well. The attachments are lightweight and foldable, thus they 

do not cause any burden to the cyclist while riding on land. 



Other designs to his name include the mini tractor, a spring-loaded cycle, a fodder cutter operated by a 

mini water pump, a key operated table fan, a conserved energy operated bicycle, and a mini turbine 

for electric generation. An unanticipated fact is that he has only studied up to the tenth standard. 

Dodhi Pathak’s example illustrates that simple raw materials around ourselves can be effectively 

utilised to create objects which otherwise are unimaginable to be constructed with those materials.  

He has designed an artificial bicycle and a hand pump too. It’s more surprising to know that these 

products are as effective as the same products made up of conventional materials and they are cheaper 

by far, and environmental friendly. 

THESE people with minimal or no technological knowledge never intended to ‘design’, but with the 

aid of keen observation skills, a curious and open attitude and the persistence to find the solution to 

their problems, they ended up creating simple, indigenous and inexpensive solutions.  

Remya Jose advises us "whatever you have in your mind, try it. Don’t worry about making mistakes. 

They can be corrected". These straightforward, yet fundamental qualities could help us utilize our 

creative juices in a different way. 

If we contemplate we will surely realize that we, too face such situations in our everyday lives, but it 

is not very often that we imagine these solutions to be a lesson worth learning. 

I wish I could share with you at length about all the "unlearned" people and their novel creations, but 

by now you must have figured it out. 

Wish.  Imagine. Try.  Fail.  Learn.   Design. 

Go ahead. 

 


